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The Garden party has been used to signify the existing social stratification in society, signifying how big the gulf is between the social classes in the Edwardian period (Mitchell, 995). Throughout the story, Mansfield has used the hat to indicate the family's high social class and to effectively influence Laura’s behavior as well.  The hat has been used to reinforce this idea. Symbolism has been used in the play to effectively bring out the text’s hidden meaning. The society is ideally a construction of sets of classes, the wealthy affluent class, and the poor disadvantaged group. In this story, The Garden Party, Mansfield has used the hat as a symbol indicating the huge difference between the affluent and wealthy Sheridan family giving the garden party, and the poor disadvantaged poor working-class people who they hire to work for them, and who also live in poverty nearby (998). In essence, the difference has been shown since hats represent pleasure and associated luxuries that have attracted the attention of Laura and the others to effectively distract them from giving attention to the poor.



In the Garden Party, Katherine presents a situation where a garden party coincides with the death of a poor garden workman living close by. Laura, despite her initial feelings regarding the less privileged due to the existing difference in classes, thinks her family needs to cancel the party out of respect for the dead man (Zhang 33). Her mother, however, rejects her idea terming it as extravagant, consequently arguing that there isn't any urge to inconvenience themselves by canceling the party since nobody expects such a move. As a distraction, she gives Laura her own hat, who despite wearing the hat continues to object the idea of carrying on with the party until she sees herself in the mirror. 
Laura seems lost and states she doesn't understand as she walks quickly into her bedroom. There is quite by chance that she sees this charming girl in the mirror, in her black hat trimmed with gold daisies, and a long black velvet ribbon. With the hat on, Laura temporarily changes her view concerning the lower class, and the hat virtually represents her entrance into the upper class and its associated responsibilities (33).
While wearing the hat Laura realizes that she looks charming with a subsequent admiration of herself. "Never had she imagined she could look like that," Mansfield indicates that Laura due to the hat develops a great yearning to join the upper class to consequently forget about the death poor man living nearby. Even though she feels sympathetic for the poor working class, the responsibilities of the upper class associated with the hat do not allow her again to speak up for them, and by this, the party holds on. Mansfield (80) notes that Laura's acceptance of the hat means acceptance of her place within the high society as well. Ideally, after wearing the hat, Laura realizes there exists a gulf between the two social classes and therefore she wishes to preserve this separation. This is evident especially when she shows a lack of will to visit the dead man's family to mourn with them or to deliver the food leftovers from the party.
“It’s all the fault…of these absurd class distinctions”, she indicates that it's these class separations that are holding her back from working closely with the family of the dead man to show love and respect to the family. As Laura heads towards the house of the dead man her colorful dressing and the big hat reminds her of her social stature in the upper and only wishes that there existed no such separation which leads into lamenting, “if only it was another hat.” She seems ashamed with a hat on. Laura apologizes to the family, an action that is regarded as a rejection of the privileges associated with her affluent family subsequently aligning herself outside her family.
Conclusion
Throughout the play, Mansfield uses the hat to show a connection in meanings and relationships to the attitudes exhibited by members of the upper class. Mansfield notes that as Laura grows up, she is considered old enough to wear the hat, which subsequently changes her attitudes and views towards the disadvantaged members of the society. After donning the hat, she seems less concerned about the welfare of the poor neighbors. In essence, the hat has also been used as a distraction for Laura. Initially, she objected to the idea of carrying on with the party, however after seeing how charming she is with the hat, she forgets everything about that in entirety and the party goes on as planned. The pains of the dead man’s family now seem, "blurred, unreal, like a picture in the newspaper."(Zhang 33).
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